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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-563
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: August 23, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: August 23, 2011
Type of Action: Authorization of service reimbursement agreement
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the execution of an intergovernmental agreement with Columbia County for services provided by Jacksonville’s Medical Examiner for a term of three years from October 1, 2011 through September 30, 2014.  The costs are $2,225 per case for each autopsy, $670 for each case involving only an external examination, $370 for each case requiring only a medical review and certification of death, and $64 for each case referred to the Medical Examiner but for which jurisdiction is not assumed (non-medical examiner case) which includes investigation and forensic pathology review.  The agreement provides that the listed fees represent the Medical Examiner’s cost of providing the services at the present time and provides a mechanism by which fees will be reviewed annually and if fee increases are needed to cover the City’s costs, Columbia County will be notified of such increase at least 90 days in advance of the increase which will become effective on October 1 of each year.

Background Information: Jacksonville’s Medical Examiner is the designated medical examiner for the four-county 3rd judicial circuit encompassing Columbia, Hamilton, Lafayette and Sewanee counties.  Jacksonville is reimbursed for the costs of services provided to the other counties based on an annually-adopted fee scale (see related bill 2011-561).
Policy Impact Area: Medical Examiner service charges
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined.
Analyst: Clements
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